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CONPIDENTIAL BONN 12708 

E.O. II652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PPOR, WB, GW, UR, US, UK, PR, EC 
SUBJECT: BERLIN AND THE EC PARLIAMENT 

REFS: (A) USBER 1553; (B) USBER 1505; (C) STATE 56984 

1 . WITH THE POSTPONEMENT TO SEPTEMBER 20 OP EC DECISION 
REGARDING DIRECT ELECTIONS, WE HAVE MORE TIME THAN IT 
SEEMED TO IRON OUT AN ALLIED SCENARIO POR APPROVING 
APPLICATION IN BERLIN OP THE EC ACTION ON A DIRECTLY- 
ELECTED PARLIAMENT. 

2. IN A RECENT TRIPARTITE DISCUSSION, FRENCH REP 
(BOISSIEU) AND US REP STATED GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH 
DRAPTS OP BK/L (USBER 1485) DRAWN UP IN BERLIN. 

BOISSIEU AND UK REP (HITCH), HOWEVER, BOTH PAVORED 
BK/0 SINCE, THEY ARGUED, BERLIN AND BERLINERS NEEDED 
TO BE OPPICIALLY INFORMED BY THE ALLIES HOW THE REPS 
PROM THE WSB ARE TO BE SELECTED. HITCH ALSO EXPRESSED 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT SUGGESTING TO THE SENAT THAT A BK/L 
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BE LEAKED. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


3. UK REPS ALSO FAVORED ADDING LANGUAGE TO THE BK/L 
(OR BK/0) WHICH WOULD MORE EXPLICITLY RESERVE ALLIED 
RIGHTS WITH RESPECT TO POSSIBLE FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS OF 
THE EC. THE UK REPS CONCEDED THEY WERE THINKING ABOUT 
VOTING RIGHTS IN THE PARLIAMENT. BOISSIEU AND US REP 
TOOK THE POSITION THAT WE SHOULD NOT PUT SOMETHING IN A 
BK/L (OR BK/0) WHICH ADDRESSES SOMETHING NOT CONTAINED 
IN THE OBJECT OF THAT BK/L (OR BK/0). THE GENERAL 
RESERVATIONS WERE SUFFICIENT. 

4. US REP ALSO TOOK ADVANTAGE OF OPPORTUNITY TO SUGGEST 
THAT ALLIES CONSIDER TAKING INITIATIVE WITH SOVIETS ON 
SUBJECT, AND OUTLINED POSSIBILITY AS SET OUT BY USBER IN 
REF B. HE SAID THE IDEA ALSO SEEMED TO MEET THE 
OBJECTIVES OF THE UK SUGGESTION ON BK/0 LANGUAGE. 

BRITISH AND FRENCH INDICATED NO IMMEDIATE ENTHUSIAM BUT 
SAID THEY WOULD THINK ABOUT IT. 

5. COMMENT: OUR PRESENT FEELING IS THAT AN INITIATIVE 
VIS-A-VIS THE SOVIETS WOULD PROBABLY HAVE LITTLE OR NO 
EFFECT ON THEIR POSITION AND MIGHT EVEN BE DANGEROUS. 
THEY KNOW FROM THE PRESS OUR POSITION ON THE SELECTION 
OF BERLIN REPS. WE DOUBT THAT ANYTHING WE SAY COULD 
FUNDAMENTALLY AEFECT THEIRS. BUT THE QUESTION OF VOTING 
RIGHTS IS MUCH TRICKIER. AS IS IMPLICIT IN REP B, THE 
EASIEST CONCLUSION WHICH COULD BE DRAWN PROM AN ALLIED 
INITIATIVE IS THAT OUR RESERVATIONS HAVE TO DO WITH 
VOTING RIGHTS IN A PARLIAMENT WITH REAL POWERS. THAT 

IS, WE WOULD NOT LET BERLINERS VOTE IN SUCH A PARLIAMENT. 
SINCE NO ALLIED POSITION HAS YET BEEN AGREED, HOWEVER, 
AND, AS INDICATED PARA I F OF REF C, WE MAY NOT LIMIT 
BERLIN VOTES IN THIS WAY, WE WOULD POSSIBLY BE SETTING 
OURSELVES UP FOR A CHARGE FROM THE SOVIETS OF DECEPTION. 
WE ARE THUS WARY OF MAKING ANY REASSURING NOISES TO THE 
SOVIETS UNLESS THERE IS CLEAR ALLIED AGREEMENT THAT THEY 
WOULD PRECLUDE BERLIN VOTING IN A PARLIAMENT WITH REAL 
POWERS. THE BRITISH AND FRENCH HERE ARE 
TELLING US PRIVATELY THAT THE PARTICIPATION OF BERLIN 
IN POST-QA EC POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE 
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6. REGARDING DESIRE TO HANDLE EC ELECTION LAW IN LOW 
KEY, GENSCHER HAS BEEN EMPHASIZING TO THE PRESS 
RECENTLY THE IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING BERLIN VOTING 
RIGHTS IN A DEVELOPED EC PARLIAMENT. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: DEPARTMENT'S REACTION TO 
SUGGESTION OF AN INITIATIVE RE SOVIETS AND TO BRITISH/ 
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FRENCH VIEWS FAVORING BK/0. IF THE EC ACT IS A 
DECISION OE THE COUNCIL, WE AGREE THAT BK/0 WOULD BE 
IN ORDER (SEE USBER 1472). 

CASH 
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